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DIALOGUE - THAI
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ROMANIZATION
nok : wan-yut yaao nii rao ja bpai thiiao thii-nai gan dii.
daao: gaw lan-dtaa dii mai.
nok: tham-maiyaak bpai gaw lan-dtaa la. thii-nan mii a-rai di réoe.

daao: miitha-lee sUuai ndam sai haat saai khaao.

ENGLISH
Nok : Where should we travel on this long holiday?
Dao: How about Koh Lanta?
Nok: Why do you want to go to Koh Lanta? What's good about that place?

Dao: It has a beautiful sea, clear water, and white sand.

VOCABULARY



Thai Romanization English Class
NnINY saai sand noun
AUNY A wan-yut holiday noun
als a-rai what (an interrogative) adverb
vLideI'm bpai thiiao to go out, to go on an excursion, to travel verb

g7 yaao long adjective
ﬁlvl,‘vm thii-nai where none
LAY gaw island noun

33351 mai informal yes/no question particle particle
NneLa tha-lee sea noun

14 sai clear adjective
SAMPLE SENTENCES

beN ) BOUASTNY I @NNY
dék-dék chdawp sdang bpraa-saat saai.

"Children love to build sand castles."
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khun mii phdaaen a-rai sdm-rap wan-yut thii gam-
lang ja maa thdeng nii mai

"Do you have any plans for this coming holiday?"

Aawiasvazhsey
khun gam-lang tham a-rai yau.

"What are you doing?"

muaghs

thaan a-rai.

"What are you eating?"

TauLnagwhal asauasIvags kieriay 3 ass

dooi cha-liia Idaeo khrdawp-khruua khaawng-rao
bpai-thiiao bpii ld sdam khrang.

"On average, our family travels three times a
year."

LGNNI @,ﬂﬁmmazma

dtaaeng-gwaa lduk nii yaao Ide baang

This cucumber is long and thin.

ARETAEVAETE [TROK IRl
phdu-ying mii phdm sii-daaeng yaao

The woman has long, red hair.

PNV IFUA Db d LA D UL
nda-ndao chan dtdawng sai sduea khaaen-yaao

"In the winter I have to wear long-sleeved shirts."
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Wuwiungnmuedetnsyls khuuen phring-nii khun ja bpai thii nai

wan-nii mii bpra-chum dtdng-dtaae gdao moong- | "Where are you going tomorrow night?"
chdao thdeng hok moong-yen. chdng bpen wan
thii yaao naan siia nii gra-rai

"There are meetings from nine A.M. to six P.M.
today. What a long day it is!"

Shaveananodi bAEIN

bdan khaawng khun yau thii-ndi gaw raang

"Where is your house?" deserted island

LMegndoNTOUILID Uszmasuladidodudssmandimeanndgo
gaw thauk laawm-raawp dauai naam Tulan

Anisland is surrounded by water. bpra-théet in-doo-nii-siia bpen bpra-théet thii mii

gaw mdaak thii sut nai 16ok
"Indonesia is the country composed of the most
islands in the world."

sl susovlingia

hiu mdi ja chan chdawp bpai tha-lee

"Are you hungry?" "I like to go to the sea."

FunFINgLakazwINdaing.La 11sznsdrlugiorduaglnineia

chan gluua tha-lee Iae phduak sat-thd-lee chaao-bpra-mong suuan-yai aa-sai yau glai tha-
lee.

"I'm afraid of the sea and its fauna."
"Most of the fishermen live near the sea."

PNLLAN AN
naam tha-lee thii-nii sai maak

"The seawater is very clear here."

VOCABULARY PHRASE USAGE

IUNYA

5%‘1/184@ (wan-yat) literally means "stop day." It refers to a day that you have off from work or school, so it
can be used in reference to holidays or weekend days when these places are closed. In the case of a

long holiday period, as happens during New Year or Songkran festival, we can use the phrase 5’%‘1/184@

813 (wan-yut yaao), meaning "long holiday."



laliten

ldwner (bpai thiiao) can mean either "to go on travel" or "to go out for fun." So, you can use it to refer to

: : , , < o . :
going away on a vacation—as in the dialogue—or you can use bt en (bpai thiiao) to simply mean going
out to the movies, going dancing with friends, going on a scenic drive, etc.
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37® (mdi) is the more common pronunciation of the question particIeVL‘VISJ (mdi) in a regular conversation.

When spoken quickly, the rising tone changes into a high tone. Its use is very simple: when put at the
end of any sentence or phrase, it turns that sentence into a yes or no question. Below is a sample
sentence:

o SR
1. bMTAUNONY

gaw lan-dtaa dii mai.
"How about Koh Lanta?" (Literally, "Is Koh Lanta good?")

GRAMMAR

The Focus of this Lesson is on Using Simple "wh" Question Words

ybusginldemzdwenas
tham-mai yaak bpai gaw lan-dtaa Ia.
"Why do you want to go to Koh Lanta? What's good about it?"

The focus of this lesson is asking simple questions. In English, five key question words all begin with
"wh": "who," "what," "where," "when," and "why." In Thai, the equivalent question words all share the
same ending vowel sound: ai. They are as follows:

las (khrai) - "who"
agls (g-rai) - "what"
TNRYINS (thii-ndi) - "where"
4 ) R .
valoburs (mdauea-rai) - "when"

¥l tham-mai-"why"

Location of Question Words in a Thai Sentence



Question words in English usually come at the beginning of a sentence, but in Thai you'll see them more

often at the end of the sentence or after the verb. This is especially true with azls (a@-rai), "what;" 9 b1

(thii-ndi), "where;" and vilabus (mduea-rai), "when." Below are examples with these words:

1. AEL0EINIMUBLES

khun yaak thaan a-rai.
"What do you want to eat?"
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2. uv89AagN LA
baan khaawng khun yau thii-nai.
"Where is your house?"

3. AawaZILIDLNT
khun ja maa mauea-rai.
"When will you come?"

las (khrai) - "who"

The position of 1@s (khrai) in a sentence will depend on whether the question is asking "who" in regards

to the subject or object of the verb. If asking about the subject, then pIaceGLci’ﬁ (khrai) at the beginning
of the sentence. Here's a sample sentence:

1. T@sNuumy
khrai gin kha-nom.
"Who ate the snacks?"

However, if we want to use "who" as the object of the verb, then place it after the verb. Notice that in the
English translation, it's still more natural to place "who" at the beginning of the sentence:

1. aawazldivlas
khun ja bpai gap khrai.
"Who are you going to go with?"

azls (a-rai) - "what"

agls (a-rai) is a very versatile word in Thai. In addition to its use in a "what" question, agls (a-rai) can

mean "something" or "anything." When acting as a question, o2l (g-rai) will typically come after the
verb in the sentence. Here's a sample sentence:

1. wnsezls
khao mii a-rai.



"What does he have?"

When it's used to mean "something," it will also come after the verb. The correct meaning can be
determined from the context of the sentence. Here's a sample sentence:

1. nbdaneglsnu
khdo bpai haa a-rai gin.
"He went to find something to eat."

T RYET (thii-nai) - "where"

The word for the question "where" is usually placed after the verb in the sentence. In a casual

conversation, 9 b1 (thii-ndi) can be abbreviated to simpIyVL‘vm (ndi). Here's a sample sentence:

1. $1uag lun
rdan yuau nai.
"Where's the shop?"

b3 Lus (mduea-rai) - "when"

With asking a "when" question, using vobs (mauea-rai), you can place this word either at the

beginning or the end of a sentence. Placing the question word at the beginning of the sentence adds
emphasis to it. Often this will be the structure if someone wants to ask a rhetorical question. Here's a
sample sentence:

1. bo LU LN AL UDLL 619919k
mduea-rai khdo ja khaaw dtaaeng-ngaan.
"When is he going to ask me to marry him?"

¥k (tham-mai) -"why"

¥bat (tham-mai) can be used equally at the start or end of a sentence, although its placement gives the
question different emphasis. When placed before the verb, it signifies a direct question, but when

placed at the end of a sentence, ¥l (tham-mai) carries a more disappointed or accusing tone. Below

are two sentences asking the same question, but with different emphasis because of the location of
"Why,"

For example:
1. M buaenntdinzduen

tham-mai yaak bpai gaw lan-dtaa.
"Why do you want to go to Koh Lanta?" (I'm curious to know your reasons.)



2. 9ennblimzdwen il
yaak bpai gaw lan-dtaa tham-mai.
"Why do you want to go to Koh Lanta?" (I disagree with your decision.).

In addition, when located at the beginning of a sentence, vob1s (mduea-rai) can carry a disappointed

or accusing tone. This is opposite to the way b works.

For example:

1. QAT LHBbUS
khun ja maa mduea-rai
"When are you coming?" (The speaker is simply asking about time.)

2. vlolnsnasazan
mdauea-rai khun ja maa
"When are you coming?" (The speaker has been waiting for a long time and is getting irritated.)

CULTURAL INSIGHT

Koh Lanta Island

Koh Lanta is not as well-known as other Thai islands such as Phuket, Koh Samui, and Koh Phi Phi but
nevertheless, it has some of the nicest beaches in the country. Koh Lanta is located in southern Thailand
in Krabi Province. It's separated from the mainland by a narrow strait, making it possible to reach the
island from Krabi Airport by taking a minivan and then a car ferry. Koh Lanta draws a large number of
tourists from northern Europe, particularly from Sweden.

Koh Lanta is about thirty kilometers (18.6 miles) long and six kilometers (3.7 miles) wide, with many
beaches lining the long western coast. Since all of the beaches face west, Koh Lanta is one of the best
places in Thailand to watch the sunset over the water. Each beach has its own character. Some are more
family oriented, some are popular with young backpackers, and some are geared towards luxury
tourists.

The majority of local residents on Koh Lanta are Muslim, rather than Buddhist as in most of Thailand.
You'll notice that local women dress conservatively, with many wearing a head covering. Despite their
different beliefs, the local Muslim and Buddhist populations live together peacefully.



